If L is a distributive lattice in which every element is the join of finitely many join-irreducible elements, and if the set of join-irreducible elements of L satisfies the descending chain condition, then L satisfies the descending chain condition: this follows easily from the results of Chapter VIII, Section 2, in the Third (New) Edition of Garrett Birkhoff's 'Lattice Theory ' (Amer. Math. Soc, Providence, 1967). Certain investigations (M. S. Brooks, R. A. Bryce, unpublished) on the lattice of all subvarieties of some variety of algebraic systems require a similar result without the assumption of distributivity. Such a lattice is always join-continuous: that is, it is complete and (A-^0 vy = /\{zvy:xe X} whenever X is a chain in the lattice (for, the dual of such a lattice is complete and 'algebraic', in Birkhoff's terminology). The purpose of this note is to present the result:
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